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It is my pleasure in this annual report to say that again this has been a year of 

sustained artistic endeavour for members but in many different ways given the 

COVID_19 pandemic.  

 

Firstly, thankyou to all our volunteers – elected committee members, Latest 

News editors, the Challenge organisers, and all those members who continue to 

give generously of their ideas, thoughts and perspectives to help us make more 

balanced and informed decisions on behalf of our membership at various times. 

Please, may that generosity continue. Our group offers so much to members, 

and I am hopeful some new faces will appear in significant roles. Find a niche 

that suits your skills and aptitude and offer some time just for a year so “we will 

not lose our awesomeness!” 

 

Our monthly meetings were heavily impacted by COVID_19, so much so that we 

now only get together once each month on every third Monday at B Block, 

Kingston Library Services. The Friends’ group who gathered monthly has been 

disbanded, temporarily at least, as the Friends’ School were unable to continue 

their generous offer of our use of the Art Studio. I am delighted to welcome new 

members, and I continue to come to the end of the Monday get togethers with 

my head spinning – so much talent, so much exploration of ideas and 

techniques, so much generosity of skills and information. This is what 

awesomeness is all about!   

 

How fortuitous! The theme for the 2020 Challenge that was voted in was 

Emerge. Who could possibly have known what was down the track! Thanks to 

our Challenge organisers, the exhibition is currently touring the state and is 

being shown mostly in libraries and a few galleries. It will be part of the 2021 Out 

of Hand biennial exhibition beginning September 22, along with the current 

Challenge, Black and White + One.  I strongly encourage all of you to participate.  

Numbers of pieces submitted the last two years have been rather disappointing, 

given the time and energy our organisers put into the task – let’s make this a 

splendid display! 
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Membership as always tends to fluctuate, peaking after exhibitions, always a bit 

higher at the end of our membership year in December (153), and then it takes a 

while to pick up again in our new financial year. Numbers currently stand at 122, 

a little below our usual level for this time of year.  As I wrote last year, “our ethos 

is to support and encourage current membership to explore and develop textile 

techniques, not simply to boast of ever higher numbers and cope with the 

implications and responsibilities of an ever growing membership.” 

 

In 2020 our workshops team had a wonderful line-up of international tutors on 

the starting blocks – Prof Daniel Essig (bookmaking), Anna Gunnarsdottir (3D 

felting), Eszter Bornemisza (Artist Book of a Collector), Chung-Im Kim (Bojagi), 

Sally Tyrie (printing), Johanna Flanagan aka The Pale Rook (Dollmaking) and 

Dorte Jensen (textile portraits). We managed to (just) have Daniel Essig teach his 

two Treasure Binding workshops, and Joy Allison completed regular drawing 

workshops. Then COVID_19 took over and all the rest sadly had to be cancelled, 

with all fees refunded.  

 

As COVID_19 began to retreat a little, Roz, Deb and I decided we needed to 

rekindle members’ creative fires, and get some serious textile sharing and 

experimentation underway. Without realising the enormous task we set 

ourselves, we devised the Taster program, and ended up running 19 one day 

workshops between July and December. Tutors generously agreed to much 

lower than usual payments, Sand B subsidised the program by about $700, and 

we were able to charge a peppercorn fee so everyone had the chance to be 

involved should he/she so wish. We had a lot of fun, enjoyed seeing each other 

in tiny groups, picked up some new skills and recharged our creative fires. They 

were terrifically refreshing days, thankyou to all the tutors! 

 

In addition, members did a lot of online learning during the year, and we have 

seen many examples of innovative outcomes at the monthly get togethers. 

 

Flights and journeying between states still prove very fragile, so Roz and Chris 

have devised a program of one and two day workshops, Tasmanian tutors only.  

This will hopefully ensure our organisational time bears fruit, and we won’t have 

to scramble around refunding and cancelling things. The fee will be $80 per day, 

tutors are being offered remuneration appropriate to their skills, and we are 

spreading the workshops over three sessions – April/May, June/July and 
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October/November. We hope this will prove equally popular to last year’s Taster 

program, as you will see a big variety of skills, some familiar names and some 

new names. Watch this space! 

 

Latest News continues to be published about every 7 to 14 days (apart from mid 

December to mid January). This is the way we officially communicate, so do 

make logging in and opening it a priority. Thankyou to all editors, past and 

present.  

 

Our webmaster faced 6 months of extreme personal difficulties, and we are 

hopeful that by the time you are reading this, the launch of the promised 

revamped website will have either occurred or be truly imminent!  Masses of 

thought, creative suggestions, modern ideas, better news delivery, easier 

workshop enrolments will all come with much smoother functionality. Deb Vogel 

will take over as the day-to-day webmaster. 

 

And this is the year of our next Out of Hand  biennial exhibition, September 22 - 

October 4 at the Long Gallery and Sidespace. We have also been given exhibition 

rights to the Lightbox from the beginning of September to the end of the 

exhibition – a great drawcard. So, now is the time to go into overdrive, produce 

lots and lots of gorgeous, stitched textile deliciousness that people from far and 

wide will want to some and see. 

 

And finally, I extend my congratulations to those members who have had work 

selected for various exhibitions interstate and overseas, and to those members 

who have won well deserved awards. We stitch in great company and every time 

we get together I see that we all we inspire each other in so many ways. 

 

Chris Hussey 

President  

Stitching and Beyond Inc 


