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PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO MEMBERS 

 

 

Stitching and Beyond has had another year of truly enjoyable artistic endeavour 

and growth. 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of our many volunteers (a lot of them long serving) 

for the untold hours that they put in to ensure the smooth running of our group – 

exhibitions, website updating, regular Latest News publication, and workshop 

organisation as well as various committee roles, in particular that of treasurer. I 

would like to encourage people simply to step forward and volunteer in one of these 

roles for a year – if we each take a turn in carrying out various tasks according to 

our diverse skills and aptitude, the group will continue to flourish. 

 

We have continued to hold monthly meetings every third Monday at Kingston LINC, 

and (usually) on the Thursday or Sunday of the first week of the month at the 

Friends’ Art Studio, North Hobart. All meetings have been well attended, and 

members enjoyed sharing the textile knowledge, creations and discoveries of 

others at these meetings. Sundays are a particular pleasure where those attending 

indulge in some textile related explorations of “what might happen if…”. Personally I 

always enjoy those moments at our get togethers when people arrive with 

questions, and so many pitch in, sharing their knowledge and experiences  to explore 

and flesh out the answer. 

 

The 2018 Challenge, Spice of Life, saw some very interesting interpretations in 

both 2D and 3D pieces. Venues in various parts of the State are being approached 

to display the collection. This is maintaining our original purpose in initiating the 

Challenge, to give people in more distant parts of the State the opportunity to see 

some current textile techniques.  

 

Membership peaked at 182 by the end of last year and currently stands at 138, the 

usual sort of fluctuation we see in numbers. Simply acquiring new members is not in 

our brief, but we certainly welcome anyone who wishes to join and explore any facet 

of textiles. We especially encourage members to extend and deepen their 

knowledge in textile techniques and artistic expression.  We do this by sharing 

experiments and discussion, as well as by hosting tutors with expertise in a variety 

of fields. 

 

The workshop program has continued to be very popular, and during 2018 we hosted 

some truly excellent tutors reflecting the diversity of our interests. Jette Clover 



(mixed media), Gloria Loughman (Art Quilt Master Class), Julie Ryder (Eco Printing 

Master Class) Helen MacRitchie (felting), Mary Hettmansperger (jewellery and 

basket twining), and Gemma Black (colour pencil art inspired by Margaret and 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh). 

 

When occasions arise, we continue to support other textile groups with donations 

of cash prizes. This last year we donated to the Tasmanian Quilting Guild (the Art 

Quilt section at Island Quilts) as well as to the Biennial Tasmanian Art Quilt Prize. 

 

It has been very gratifying as your president to share members’ excitement of 

exploration of textiles month by month, to watch the continued growth of artistic 

expression within our group, and to witness the success of a number of our 

members as they teach and exhibit interstate and overseas. My wish is for 2019 to 

follow in a similar vein. 

 

Chris Hussey 

President, Stitching and Beyond Inc. 

 

 


