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CIRCLES 

At the April Monday meeting, we had a brief brainstorming/stimulus session after Show and 

Tell about Circles, getting ideas and some suggestions of how to represent them.  We want to 

encourage as many members as possible to create a piece by the August meeting so our 

Challenge exhibition is both a large and an exciting one.  Reminder - the size: 3D pieces must fit 

in a box no larger than 30cm2 by 30cm high  2D pieces equivalent to the area of an A2 sheet of 

paper ie 42x60cms = 2520 sq cms.  The important fact for the 2D pieces is the area - you can 

vary the dimensions as long as the final area meets the area requirements. 

Faye did a demonstration using a Flower Maker attachment (available from Thread Studio) as 

well as using the Bernina circle attachment, and the simple and inexpensive method of using a 

drawing pin and a cork. 

Jill led the discussion.  She showed us how she collects ideas, technique samples and pictures 

related to her theme (circles) in a display book.  This is a summary of what she showed us.   

CIRCLES 

Cycles – (e.g. life-cycle) 

Half- Circles 

Circular 

Circuit – (circuit-board) 

Circuitous 

 

Some Ideas for representing circles 

 

Embellishing machine 

Free machining 

Hand-stitching 

Lino-cuts 

Painting 

Printing on fabric and paper 

Screen-prints 

Stamping 

Stencils 

 

3D 

 

Buttons 

Beads 

 

Collect Ideas from – 
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Magazines 

Make a paper collage 

Found objects (make drawings of) 

 

And if all else fails:- 

 

Google “circles” 

 

We ran out of time for Chris to run through her sourcing of ideas, but here are her random 

ideas, minus the pictures to illustrate!  They are all meant as a beginning of the design process, 

but somewhere you may find an idea that resonates with you.   There are a few weblinks at the 

end. 

Circles, defined as “ a round figure”, but I think the interpretation can be a little loose – the 

circles can be imperfect, or they can include arcs (part of a circle), domes (hemispherical 

surface), spirals, globes, halo, spots and dots………. 

Pies, and all manner of foods. 

Side views – rolled towels on a shop shelf, pianola rolls, bubbles rising to the surface, pianola 

rolls, barrels, drums, stacks of logs, stacks of pipes, the top ends of pencils held together 

Wheel trims – look at the wall of you local tyre repair shop 

Aerial Views -  volcanic lakes, islands and reefs, forested clumps along a river, umbrellas on 

a rainy day, oil refineries, qanats across a desert, fountains in knot gardens, irrigation circles in 

desert areas. 

Details of various kinds -  shells (sea urchins), beads, pills, a band, a ring, a coronet, 

octopus suckers, buttons, nuts and seeds of various kinds, lifesaver/jaffas, centres of flowers 

Cross Sections – bones, some shells, tree trunks, iles along jetties,  

Cog wheels meshing 

Round windows with views behind, portholes looking out to sea 

Steering wheels on cars and boats ferris wheels, the London Eye, clocks, sundials, coins, 

clotheslines, knobs, fans medals, traffic lights, A sparkle of Christmas decorations, fireowrks 

patterns, a field monument of standing stones (Stonehenge), circles under eyes, a curved tier 

of seats in a theatre, a circle or a sphere of influence, a division of society, a circle of friends, 

a roundabout (on the highway), go around in circles 



Page 3 of 3 

Exploring Meaning: A circle can be a journey from beginning to end and on further, a cyclic 

period – summer, autumn, winter, spring…………….  Midday to midnight to midday………… Lines of 

latitude and longtitude around the earth 

 

Web Links: 

You are always best advised to work from your own photographs if there is a chance you will sell 

your work – copyright does need to be respected.  However, for inspiration check the following 

http://www.yannarthusbertrand.org/  

Try going to Google Images, then typing in  “NASA landforms from space” or “earth from 

above”  

 

 


